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Прочитайте и переведите текст “ English Banknotes and Coins” устно.  

Ответьте на вопросы после текста письменно.  

 

English Banknotes and Coins 

  

 

The official currency of the Unites Kingdom is the pound sterling which is 

equal to one hundred pence. The British do not use the Euro. Although a few of the 

big shops will accept Euro, it is rarely used across Britain.  

English banknotes are issued by the Bank of England. As to coins they are 

minted also by this state bank. The following coins are in circulation: one penny, 

two pence, five pence, ten pence, 20 pence, 50 pence, 1 pound, and 2 pounds. The 

singular of pence is "penny".  

The symbol for the penny is "p"; hence an amount such as 50p is often 

pronounced "fifty pee" rather than "fifty pence". There are banknotes of the 

following denominations: £5, £10, £20, £50 and £100.  

On the face of English banknotes one can read the denomination given both 

in figures and in words. The inscription on the face of the banknote reads: I 

promise to pay the bearer on demand the sum of... And then there are two 

signatures.  

The first signature is that of the person authorized by the Government and 

the Bank of England.  

The second signature is that of the Chief Cashier.  



The back of English banknotes, like many other banknotes, feature portraits 

of different famous people. The current £5 note features Elizabeth Fry, who made 

her name fighting for improved living conditions for women in European jails. The 

current £10 note features Charles Darwin, the naturalist who developed the theory 

of evolution.  

Answer the questions:  

1. What is the official currency of the U.K.?  

2. What is the smallest unit?  

3. How many pence are there in one pound?  

4. What banknotes and coins are in circulation in the U.K. now?  

5. What famous people are featured on the back of various English banknotes? 


